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“Politics’ at CIA Feared-

THE W

5 Nov f“ﬂb

By Walter Pincus and Laurence Qter‘x

Y/asningion Past Statt Nriters-.

Warnings that the- ap-
pointment of C°0r:e Busn
could i2ad to election-year

manipulation of the sup- -

posedly nonpartisan Certral

Intelligence  Agency . vere -
‘sounded yesterday-on Captlol -

Hill and within the xnleuwance
commumty.',;,__ i

- Indicative. of* thé reach(n

was the comment of ‘Sen.
Frank Church..(D-Idaho:

e et®
*QOrce they used-to give: for
mer national party’ chairm e:-
‘pestmaster generalships—ifz
most.” pohh ak ;and vlea
sensitive: joo in- Oovemm =
Now- they hav_e given
former party chairman
most sensitive, and I”
politicalagency.”” -

Church, charrma'xw
Senate- CIA ‘investi
committee, said- he wa
oobliged to vote again
cenfirmation of - Busiy, - f’;?
national chairman during he
19 presidential: camosz ‘

**based on my

e

'kno‘def‘ﬂe of. }'h bauﬂmund

. could well.*

.

.- Bush currertly heads lhe_ U. S:.

- servation that he did not thmk

- Defensz -Secretary,

and experiencein this fiald.™”
. He said Bush's appeintment
‘compromise the.
mfiependcnce of the CI:
" Bush, interviewed i in Pekmg
by Reuier, mad»ertently may ..
have added fuel to the con-
troversy with the ohservation
that he was not sure the CiA -
appniniment “ meant
po‘ lical career was over.

liaison officein China.

- President . Ford in his pfess
con'eronce Monday nright also
fed. the.concern with. the ob»-

either . Bush'. or+ Donald .

Rumsfeld, his nominee as

cou!d be .
‘‘con-

eliminated - from

. sideration by a*uboay” forthe

vice prQS\LE‘ﬂ(,\(

An illustration - of the
specific-sort of worry the

_2ppointment  has -generated

“his -

!

" experienced CIA man

- ques
“telligence information critical
“of“administraticn policy will

_ministration

SHT I\"GI‘L BNOTOET
o 1975

was provided -by cne Senate
- intelligence investizator. :

“Richard Helms (former
CIA director) kept saying“no™”
to overtures from the White
House in Ju"-"*, 1973, that the:
CIA assisi in the-covar-up in
the Watergatie case. Whatever

else you may say aboul him,~

- Helms refused. .Wrat o -you

suppose George Busp would”
have said to thePresident?”,’

The- CIA has always been-:
uneasy - with directors ‘ap--

‘pointed from outside the in-

telligence field. but as one-.
said-
yesterday, *“We thought they -
would have gone cuiside the'
political arena. aL laast vntxl
after.hr erection.’ YLD

"He said there had béen some -
thought that David Packard,”

- who recently resigned ‘as’

Ford’s fmencn‘
ght bave madea |

President
chairman, mig

: beltarchocce than B‘usn

A top Serate ai de ra,sedtl"e
tion of how much in-

g0 to Capitol Hil cnee, Bush

'takes over.

In “recent )e CIA has
bben availabls for bnﬂnngs
and has supplied its daily-
intelligence summaries to key .
committee members and
staffs. “A protessional in--
telligence agency can do
that,” the aide said, “but Bush
is a member of the ad-°
-team in. an
election year and is not a-
professional inteHiGence
man.’ .

Ilustrative of the issue of
the CIA’s integrity in in-
teiligence reporting was the
conflict over the politically
controversial ABM Safeguard
system as well as Sowet
missile strength during the
early vears of the Nton ad-
mxmstmhon

STAT

) sh'n"nj at odds

“Capitol” "Hill. ‘against

. CIA assess 20

the Nixon White Fouse and

Dezfense” Department. Heims

was willing to '...s‘.fy on
then-

Deferse Secretar" Melsm R.
aird.. -

Coiby rzsRed the ire of the
Ford - White House and
Secretary. of Staie Henry A,
Kissinger by goinz before

congressional eommitiess and -

s e e

tesiifying about past excesses

ofmeCI.»\
The mpendh,a Senafe

. Armed Senxca. Committee

hca“."as on ‘Bush’s
nomiratipn are E‘\u?(!teﬂ A0
become the forum ia which the

issue of the CIA's political :

independence will b» debated

--The position of deputy ClA
director takes on new im-

~_bv Congress and the ad-
ministration. :

portance with the ap-
pointment of a npon-
professional ouisider like

"*-- Bush. In the past the Np.:2
- man has been a CIA insicer

and taken a strong hand in
running the agency when the

~top job was he‘d y «m out-

-5

Ssde‘[‘. K
- Lt Gen. Vernon Waiters
the
polit xcai appoiatee ¢
President \xxon,

current depu.y and:a .
{ former
said

yesterday he intendsd to -
consult the White House to
find out if President F‘ord '

v,an’shmtoslay -2

] ‘«‘.y

Approved For Release 2007/08/21 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100010151-6  waci s




